
ANNEX 1  
 
Extract from Appendix B of Taxi Policy 
 
Motoring convictions  
 
48. Hackney carriage and private hire drivers are professional drivers charged with the 
responsibility of carrying the public. It is accepted that offences can be committed 
unintentionally, and a single occurrence of a minor traffic offence would not prohibit the 
granting of a licence. However, applicants with multiple motoring convictions may indicate that 
an applicant does not exhibit the behaviours of a safe road user and one that is suitable to 
drive professionally.  
 
49. For the purposes of this policy a minor traffic offence is one where the DVLA has imposed 
no more than 3 penalty points on the applicant’s DVLA driving licence for the offence. A major 
conviction is one where the DVLA has imposed more than 3 penalty points on the applicant’s 
DVLA driving licence for the offence. There is more information about endorsement codes and 
penalty points 32 on the Government’s website. https://www.gov.uk/penalty-points-
endorsements/endorsementcodes-and-penalty-points  
 
50. For the purposes of this policy, a ‘valid’ traffic offence is the same definition as used by 
the DVLA. Points that stay on a DVLA licence for 4 years are ‘valid’ for 3 years. Points that 
stay on a DVLA driving licence for 11 years they are ‘valid’ for 10 years. There is more 
information on the Government’s website https://www.gov.uk/penalty-points-
endorsements/how-longendorsements-stay-on-your-driving-licence  
 
51. Where an applicant has more than one minor traffic offence a licence would be refused 
whilst the relevant points remain ‘valid’ on their driving licence.  
 
52. Where an applicant has a major conviction the application will be refused whilst the 
relevant points remain ‘valid’ on their driving licence.  
 
53. Any motoring conviction while a licensed driver demonstrates that the licensee may not 
take their professional responsibilities seriously. However, it is accepted that offences can be 
committed unintentionally, and a single occurrence of a minor traffic offence may not 
necessitate the revocation of a taxi or private hire vehicle driver licence providing the Licensing 
Authority considers that the licensee remains a fit and proper person to retain a licence.  
 
54. Where there is a second occurrence of a minor traffic offence, whilst the first minor traffic 
offence is valid, or a single occurrence of a major traffic offence of up to 6 points, a licence 
holder can agree to complete a driving assessment, at their own expense, through an 
approved provider, as an alternative to a review/revocation of their licence by a Licensing Sub-
Committee  
 
55. Where a licence holder has more than 6 valid penalty points for driving offences their 
licence will be revoked.  
 
Drink driving/driving under the influence of drugs  
 
56. Where an applicant has a conviction for drink driving or driving under the influence of 
drugs, a licence will not be granted until at least seven years have elapsed since the 
completion of any sentence or driving ban imposed. In the case of driving under the influence 
of drugs, any applicant may also have to undergo drugs testing at their own expense to 
demonstrate that they are not using controlled drugs. A licence holder convicted of the above 
will have their licence revoked 
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